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001m+n Micholitz to Sander




Singapore, 5th September 1882

Dear Mr. Sander,

You will by now have received my last letter which informed you about my arrival in Singapore and I would like to tell you now what happened next.

Upon arrival, we were sentenced to 4 days quarantine; we were fortunate not to have any sick people on board, otherwise we would not have escaped so lightly. I immediately informed Mr. Foerstermann of my arrival. He came to meet my ship on the same day with a message, saying that he could not leave now but on Sunday, 3rd of the month, there was a ship going to Liverpool and he would await the end of our quarantine. This went better against all expectations, so that we were already free on the 3rd day; furthermore there was the arrival of a tea steamer, the Aberdeen of Abardean, and there was little time to get my plants transferred. Well, we were both pleased that all went so well, because now Foerstermann will be with you earlier than had he travelled with the Messag. Concerning my person, I shall return with the same ship, but instead of waiting 3 –4 days, I shall have to wait 14 days because the ship, the Messag., which was supposed to arrive here from Europe on the 3rd of the month, met with an accident somewhere between Aden and Colombo (as you may have heard), and therefore will not arrive here until the 20th, that’s why we have to wait for so long.

The stay will not cost me too much, however, because the captain allowed me to stay on board, but naturally I’ll have to show my appreciation for that. For Schreve (Schroed. ?) the accident of the Messag. has unfortunate consequences, because the next ship from Manila does not depart until 20.- 21 of this month. Here he will have 3 – 4 days or, if there are sick people on board, even more days of quarantine, which means that he is unlikely to arrive with you before the middle of November. He could, however, travel via Hong Kong; there are three departures per week, but he will have to endure approximately 6 – 7 days or more of quarantine there, therefore he does not gain much, considering the cost of freight and passenger which will be approx. $100. 

For my part, I am very happy to have brought my plants to this place, because you will receive them in good time. Waiting is not good for Phalaenopsis, especially since mine had already suffered due to the 18-day journey from Surigao to Manila.

Next time I shall take boxes from Manila to Surigao, and here I would like you to specify which mode of packaging you prefer, that of Foerstermann or my own, which, by the way, is also being used by Boxall and Burke. Please also inform me how many Phal. st. [stuartiana] you require; I have ordered their collection and hope to have between 3000 and 4000 by next spring. Please also tell me if you require more of the white Dendr. or Cypriped. and let me know if the packaging of the Cypriped. is appropriate.

From Manila, I shall first go to the island of Samar and make a thorough exploration. I understand that no collector has set foot on the island yet and I expect to have good results. Further I wish to visit the island of Mindoro and Paragua. I expect that especially the latter will yield new orchid species, it has never been visited by a collector, but has a very bad reputation because of fevers that rage there and the natives who are on constant war footing with the Spanish.

In March I shall go to Surigao if possible to see the Phal. in flower and to satisfy myself that they are truly stuartiana. Roeb. will be fully occupied in that part of Mindanao where he currently is. One of us will have to take the plants across (to England) in the spring, and I would like to say that you need not concern yourself with any wish on my part t return to Europe. I shall be perfectly happy to remain a second year in the Philippines or India, especially since I now have a reasonable knowledge of the language and my health is in good order. Furthermore I would like you to tell me if you want any Cycas rimaniana, as now would be a good time to transport them. I could gather together without great difficulty a few hundred trunks. Also on Mindanao I found Cirrhopetalum cumingii. Is it of value ? do you want to have some ? I shall also start collecting palm seed, the Livingstonia which grows here must be of great value to the trade. Also there are 2 or 3 Caryota which we know to be good for the market. I would have started collecting earlier, but nothing wa ripe except for Cycas rimanana [riuminiana]of which Foerstermann will bring a small box.

The stay in Manila cost $200, of which I shall have to pay $60 to a captain to pay for 2000 Renanthera, further $20 for the ticket for my assistant. Before my departure from Manila, I drew the £100, which you had telegraphed. This was used to pay for the ticket ($100 return), $63 for freight and approx. $80 for the crates. I have also given Foerstermann $150 and have very little left at this moment. I shall need more to undertake any further explorations. Everything is very expensive here although I live very frugally and don’t allow myself any luxuries or extravagances, for instance, my man receives $12 per month whereas Roeb.’s man is getting $25. Yet my man does twice as much as the other one.

I shall close now, hoping to bring you good news from Samar in the not too distant future and with my best wishes for your well-being.

Yours truly,


W. Micholitz

Translated by: Maren Talbot
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